
Constantly striving to design seaworthy sailing boats, increasingly
faster, safer, more comfortable and elegant, every member of the
finot-conq team, in their own field of expertise, dedicates their
efforts to achieve this goal with a view to targetting excellence.

Research 
To improve sailing performance, in particular to plane more easi-
ly and sooner.

During the process of designing our Open 5.00, 5.70, 7.50, 40,
50, 60, all of them easily-planing boats, we came to the conclu-
sion that the limits of theoretical knowledge had been reached.
Therefore, two years ago, we started towing tank and CFD
research. This year, the campaign goes on, in cooperation with
Ecole Centrale de Nantes. The objective is to better understand
the phenomenon, and set criteria to design and test boats, impro-
ve their shapes and, once built, sail them optimally. This research
means progress on this very stable kind of boats, able to plane
even while heeling.

Research on materials
Sailing performance is intricately linked with the balance of boat,
rig, keel, crew and ballast weights. Lighter yet stronger hulls,
masts and appendages make faster and safer boats. The in-depth
research on materials that we initiated several years ago is con-
tinually progressing and developing more closely with UBS
(Université de Bretagne Sud).
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Since 1967, more than 30 000 of our boats have been built

Our boats under production

1967 Rebelle 1968 Geva, Ecume de mer 1970 Morbic III, Galiote, Brin de Folie/Folie douce, Rêve de mer,  Brise de mer 31 1971
Nautile, Reve d'Antilles, Passatore, Comet 910 plus, Brise de mer 38, Comet 910 1972 Revolution, Fleur de mer, Comet 770, Comet
801, Grand Soleil 34 1973 Rêve des Tropiques, Yamaha 29, Brise de mer 40, Fastnet 34, Otarie, Passatore 1974 Comet 701, Comet
701deriv.L 1975 Rêve des Seychelles, Brise de mer 34, Brise de mer 37 1976 Papillon , Otarie/ mini ton, Mallard 10,40/septentrion
1977 Comet 700, Comet 850, Comet 860, Heliotrope, Brise de mer 28, First 22, Comet 11 1978 Comet 800, Grand Soleil 41,
Navisonde, First 18, Coloquinte, Soleil Levant 1979 La Concorde, Eglantine, Comet 1000, First 25, Comet 111, Brise de mer 44,
1980 Eglantine, Lune de Mai, Wizz, Comet 14, First 28 1981 Vent de Fête,   mesureX,Y,2(2) 1982 Aloa 29, Libeccio, wegu 701, First
24, First Class 10(4), Comet 13, First Class 8 1983 Belle, Fair Lady (2) Phoenix, First Class 7(4), First 29, Comet 1050/Rimar10,5
1984 La Concorde, Comet 15 , Comet 460,  First 26, Comet 28 Race 1985 Esprit du Vent,  Brise de mer 39, Comet 383, First Class
12, Comet 11+, Les Copains D'abord 1986 First 285, Formule 40, Mandarine, First 235 dériveur, Lévrier de mer 16, MiniTransat 1,
2 et 3 1987 Lévrier de mer 12, Comet 375(mirabelle) 1988 First Class Europe 1989 Generali Concorde, Objectif 100, Levrier de mer
18 1990 Groupe Sceta, Lévrier de Mer 20, Minimax, Lévrier 25, Grand Soleil 38, First 265, First 310, Figaro Bénéteau (3) 1991
Costa Esmeralda, Cybelle, First 210/211, Mirabelle, Oceanis 300, Oceanis 400 1992 Bagages Superior, First 260 Spririt, Lévrier de
Mer 22, Mini Objectif 100, 1993 Comet 301, Geodis, Rimar 10,5, Rimar 31 1995 Oceanis Clipper 281, Oceanis Clipper 321, First
300 Spirit 1996 Aquitaine Innovations, Cigale 16, Fox 50, PRB, Groupe LG, CCP Cray Valley 1997 Lévrier 12, Cigale 14, Cigale 18,
Fila, Loup de mer 1998 Barberis 51, First 31,7, Gartmore, Giro 34, Group 4, Magellan, Oceanis 40 CC, Oceanis Clipper 311,
Oceanis Clipper 411, Open 7,50, Queentime, Sodebo, Somewhere 1999 Rimar 10,75, South35, Queentime 44, Océanis Clipper
331, UBP, PRB 2000 Océanis Clipper 473 2001 Open 5,70, Open 40, Océanis Clipper 42cc 2002 ADP 52, Mini-série Pogo 2, First
27.7, Océanis Clipper 423, Open 6.50  2003 First Class 7.5, Océanis Clipper 323  2004 Pogo 40, croiseur 50’, Oceanis Clipper 523
2005 Open 5.00, Mini Transat 2006, HFC 44, Maison flottante 2006 60’ Generali, 60’ Hugo Boss, 60’ Brit Air, Monotype Océanique,
2007 60’ Ourson rapide, Pogo 10.50, Océanis 31, Océanis 37, Twiner 2.80, Veolia Oceans®
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length beam draft dsplt main sail genoa spi shipyard
Cigale 14 14.00 4.20 2/2.20 7.00 54 52 152 Alubat/France
Cigale 16 15.60 4.60 2.30 9.00 70 68 193 Alubat/France
Cigale 18 18.28 5.19 2.90 16.00 80/119 105 290 Alubat/France
Cybelle 9.60 3.20 1.80 3.40 24 33 76 New Japan Yacht/Japon
Esprit du Vent 8.98 3.10 1.80 2.85 20 31 74 New Japan Yacht/Japon
First Class 7.5 7.5 2.54 0.76/1.98 1.1 22.7 15.9 63 Bénéteau/France/Usa
First 21.7 6.40 2.48 0.7/1.8 1.10 14 12 38 Bénéteau/France/Usa
First 25.7 7.70 2.76 0.85/1.85 2.30 19 17 56 Bénéteau/France/Usa
First 27.7 8.30 3.10 0.62/2.15 2.5 28 22 50/60 Bénéteau/France/Usa
First 31.7 9.85 3.23 1.45/1.90 3.60 25 29 68 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Giro 34 10.20 3.4 2.00 3.30 49 29.5 109 Maxi Dolphin/Italie
Libeccio 8.00 2.78 1.50 1.85 20 49 56 New Japan Yacht/Japon
Loup de Mer 7.00 2.50 0.70 1.98 24 New Japan Yacht/Japon
Lune de mai 5.50 2.35 0.90 0.55 11 9 20 New Japan Yacht/Japon
Mini-transat 2006 6.50 2.99 2.00 nc 30 17 85 Amco
Mini-transat Pogo 2 6,50 2.99 1.60 1.005 26 18 70 Chantier Structures/France
Mirabelle 11.11 3.72 1.96 6.70 33 48 111 New Japan Yacht/Japon
Océanis 31 9.31 3.39 1.80 4.11 24.6 24 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Océanis Clipper 323 9.75 3.24 1.8/1.5 3.84 28.3 22.4 68 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Océanis 37 11.47 3.91 1.9/1.65 6.4 33 32 95 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Océanis Clipper 523 15.80 4.88 2.30       14.2 70 81/86 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Open 5.00 5.00 2.24 1.58 0.290 12.70 24 Philéas/France
Open 5.70 5.70 2.55 0.34/1.40/1.75 0.51 17.5 8.6 30 Philéas/France
Open 6.50 6.52 2.54 2.00 0.43 30 12.1 62 Atelier des Grillons/France
Open 7.50 7.50 2.99 0.6/2.3 0.72 39 16 65 JPS Production/France
Pogo 40 12.18 4.40 3 ou 2.20 5 61/72 42 152/167 Chantier Structures/France
Rimar 10.75 10.75 3.45 2.10 40 40 103 Rimar/Italie
Twiner 2.80 2.80 1.40 1.0/1.8 0.03 de 3.50 à 5.50 2Win
Vent de Fête 8.98 3.10 1.75 3.05 17 33 74 New Japan Yacht/Japon

Sustainable development
We also collaborate with UBS and a group of local companies to
develop and improve the usage of recyclable and/or biological-
ly-originated materials.
As a first step, we plan to design a small, 4-meter long, sailing
boat. Built out of linen fibers and polylactic resins, it will serve as
a foundation for a project aiming at larger boats.
This will be a long road, it is a challenging situation : the semi-
products are not currently available on the market as for now ;
tooling investments will have to be funded and building methods
are yet to be developed.

Collaboration with shipyards

In the field of production boats, progress is largely driven by a
close collaboration between designer and shipyard : their mar-
keting division targets the needs and desires of the customers,
and their planning department assesses building constraints and
productivity gains to bring down prices.
This fruitful exchange leads to better finished and more perform-
ing products, thanks to the steady introduction of interactive,
parametric and associative CAD software (such as Unigraphics
and CATIA).
The success of our Oceanis 37, recently awarded ''Boat of the
Year 2008'', and appreciated by customers and professionals
alike, is a typical example of our achievements : a boat that is
simultaneously well balanced, strong, well finished, elegant and
industrially optimal, and therefore easily affordable.
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assistance of electric or hydraulic winches for reef and gennaker).
The large cockpit provides a first rate visibility, with an area for
the helmsman and an area for the guests.
Hatches are integrated. The anchor disapears in the anchor box
thanks to its articulated fairlead. A large transom plateform can be
used as a beach for bath. Lifeboat, mooring ropes and fenders are
stored under its floor.
Inside all is clear, simple and user-friendly designed : back to front,
a large saloon with a panoramic view on the outside, a forwad
facing galley, a chart table and bookshelf, two cabins for the
guests, a cabin for the owner, a cabin for the crew, each cabin
having its own toilet.
To limit the draft close to the coasts, the 4 m keel is adjustable and
raises to 2,40 m. A system allows to secure it at any height.

Pogo 10.50
All for the sea, all for the fun.

Pogo 10.50 is an offshore-going boat,
able to find shelter in any cove.
Designed with simplicity in mind, it is
fast and doesn't heel much. It can acco-
modate a family or a gang of friends.
The hull is very wide and stable, with a
deep lifting keel. The twin rudders keep
control in all conditions.
The balance of the boat is retained
under heel, allowing large sails to be
carried. Stability and sail area grant
high speed in all conditions.
All the lines are led back to the large cockpit. A stowage aft is
dedicated to the liferaft.
The inside arrangement has been designed in collaboration with
Patrick Roseo : a cabin, a bathroom, a large saloon and a fore-
peak, with a simple decoration.
The boat structure doubles as part of the inside fittings. The build
quality and the simplicity of the interior give a light boat with a
very low gravity center, paramount to speed and balance. The
Structures shipyard's dedication to build quality guarantees the
security and reliability demanded by offshore sailing. A first boat
is currently being fitted with its deck gear, and the preliminary sea
trials are expected to take place at the end of this winter.

32

ph
ot

o
2W

in

60' Ourson Rapide

This one-off boat has been designed by finot-conq for a private
customer. Built out of carbon prepeg, it is wide and has a very
deep keel and 2 x 2,260 litres water ballasts. This option increa-
ses its stability and its comfort : in the waves, its movements are
soft and the heel is kept at a minimum. Two rudders control the
boat.
A large sail area carried by a carbon rotating mast procures high
speed in all winds and all conditions. The sailing manoeuvres can
be executed from the cockpit. They are mainly automatic
(hydraulically managed for mainsail and genoa, and with the

Length 18.28 m MS 145 m²
Beam 5,40  m Genoa 91 m²
Draft 3,90/2,30 m Spi  237  m²
Displacement 16 t Chantier Multiplast
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Twiner 2.80 m

Jean-Marie Finot designed especially for kids and teenagers a
brand new small dinghy, both exciting and safe, boasting a dyna-
mic and trendy look. This small sailing boat proves as easy to
control as a bicycle, rollers or a skate board.
The boat is wide : 1.40 m. A hard chine placed rather high ensu-
res a very large stability. A centreboard lowers in the hull. In low
position, for close hauled, the centreboard is swivelling. It can be
replaced by a ballasted centreboard, so that capsizing will have
less chances to occur. The boat is almost self-righting.

Lenght 10,50 m MS 37 m²
Beam 3,90 m Jib 34 m²
Draft 2,88/1,05 m Spi  103 m²
Displacement 3,2 t Chantier  Structures

Length 2.80 m MS 3.50 m²
Beam 1.40 m or 4.50 m²
Draft 1 /0.80 m or  5.50 m²
Displacement 30 kg Chantier 2Win

Inside the cockpit, there are benches to sit down, straps to sit out,
a small toe-rail to hold the most suitable position. The bottom of
the cockpit remains persistently above the waterline, so that sit-
ting down there is comfortable in light airs. An automatic system
on the rudder allows to put it down or up at will.
The boat is equipped with catboat rigging, i.e. a single main sail
with a mast, a boom and a powerful boom vang. The main sheet
comes back to the centre of the cockpit. Different possibilities of
sails areas are available depending on the age and weight of the
skipper: 3.20 to 5.80 m². The boat sails with a crew whose
weight may vary from 30 to 85 kg, with an optimum at 35 to
50kg.
The boat is built out of Twintex®, a mixture of thermoplastic and
glass fibres. Twintex® can be recycled. It is light, easy to process
and extremely shock-resistant.
This light boat (30kg) can conveniently be fixed on the roof of a
car. A small trailer, integrated or not, makes it possible to easily
pull up the boat either manually or behind a bicycle and carry all
the way to the shore.
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Océanis 37
'Boat of the Year 2008”

The Oceanis 37 designed by finot-conq is the first member of a
family (31, 34, 37) of modern, fast and comfortable boats that
we are currently designed for Beneteau. It integrates the latest
Beneteau developments in terms of construction and standardi-
zation, making it an affordable, strong and well finished boat.
The wide hull keeps a balanced, soft, helm in all conditions. It
gives a stable boat, fast in a breeze, and equally at ease in light
airs.
The inside arrangement and its interaction with the structure
have been studied by finot-conq, within the set of industrial
constraints imposed by the shipyard. The Nauta design office
brought in their extensive experience for the interior styling. The
boat can be delivered in 2- or 3-cabin versions. Life outside focu-
ses around a large cockpit, with a transom platform for bath and
access to the dinghy. The companionway hatch and sliding panel
both integrate inside the deck, thanks to a new system, patented
by Beneteau.
Aft, on port side, a large compartment for liferaft and LPG canis-
ters. On starboard, a stowage space just in front of the transom,
and a second, larger one in the 2-cabin version.
Halyards and reefing line are led back to the cockpit. Shrouds are
attached to the hull sides. The low overlap genoa makes tacking
easier.

Length 11.47 m MS 33 m²
Beam 3.91 m Genoa 32 m²
Draft 1.90/1.65 m Spi  95 m²
Displacement 6.4 t Chantier Beneteau

Veolia Ocean®

A great number of navigators dream to race around the world.
They start by racing on mini-transats and figaros, soon after, they

daydream about sailing an Open 60' whose price is unfortunate-
ly not affordable to everyone, because the free rating rule,
although originating key progress, increases the costs.
Sailing One, with the assistance of Veolia Environment, has deci-
ded to promote an innovative race along with a new series of
16m one-design boats, with construction and maintenance cost
significantly lower than that of an Open 60'.
The boat designed by finot-conq presents the same characteristics
as those of our Open 60' : solidity, stability and self-righting capa-
bility. A wide hull with hard chine provides a high stability sup-
plemented by a canting keel and water ballasts. Two rudders
ensure a perfect control of the boat. A large sails area is carried
by a rotating mast.
This mast is held by a forestay carrying the solent and two shrouds
assuring effortless manœuvres. A baby stay and two runners improve
safety in adverse weather conditions. Two steering wheels are located
in the cockpit and protected by the coachroof, as are the two watch
seats just ahead of the steering wheels. The lines are led back to the
cockpit and can be managed just aft of the helmsman. This layout
enables to reduce the time spent by the skipper outside of the cock-
pit. 
Inside, in the cabin, the central chart table rotates with the kitchen and
the navigator seat. There are 4 berths (2 per side), shelves for equip-
ment and the engine under the chart table. Everything has been anti-
cipated to facilitate the work of the skipper and to provide him with
optimum resting conditions.

Length 16,00 m MS 115 m²
Beam 5,23 m Jib 74 m²
Draft 4,25 m Spi  252 m²
Displacement 6,5 t Carbon Nomex Prepreg
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Océanis 31

The Oceanis 31
will be on
display at the
Paris Boat Show,
and so will the
bigger Oceanis
37. Designed in
parallel, they

share the same philosophy, the same looks and a part of the stan-
dard equipment (steering wheel, stowage, hatches, bathroom
elements). The interior styling is signed by Nauta as well. Inside
arrangement is two cabins and one bathroom.

Length 9.31 m MS 24.6 m²
Beam 3.39 m Genoa 24 m²
Draft 1.80 m Chantier Beneteau
Displacement 4.11 t


