
2008 : Year of the V endée !

On November 9th, eight IMOC A 60 feet designed by finot-conq
were at the start of the 6th Vendée Globe. Among them, four
older boats : Yannick Bestaven’s Aquarelle.com (ex-Aquitaine

Innovations 1995), Steve White’s Toe in the Water (ex-Gartmore
1998), Arnaud Boissière’s Akena Vérandas (ex-VMI 1999) ;
Samatha Davies’ Roxy (ex-PRB 1999, winner of the two previous
Vendée Globe). And our four new pr ototypes : compared to the
previous generations, those new racers are much more powerful,

without a weight penalty .
They are able to carry a
much larger sails area. Their
hull shape has been optimi-
zed for planning and the set
of appendages has been enti-
rely re-designed for better
performance upwind. In a
fleet that proves to be very
similar in performance, the

Introduction

In an effort to be always more competitive, finot-conq re- organi-
zes : the executive part, design of production boats, racing boats
and superyachts is now located in Vannes, under the direction of
Pascal Conq. Jérémie Raymond’s research on planing goes on at
the Ecole Centrale de Nantes. Research on new materials, espe-
cially biosourced and recyclable, takes place in Jouy-en-Josas
under Jean-Marie Finot’s lead, in collaboration with the
University of Lorient. W e also study new developments like solar
powered boats (dayboats, houseboats) or concepts like La
Mouette, our tak e on tomorr ow’s sailing boat. Our goal is to
transpose on production boats the knowledge that we gain fr om
the Vendée Globe or Mini boats, and to harness the technologi-
cal progress, in order to be the first on the way of the impending
environmental evolution.
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POGO 10.50 : Yacht of the year 2009

finot-conq and the Structures shipyard did it again ! After the roa-
ring success of the POGO 2 and POGO 40, the newborn POGO
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The pictures can be downloaded from our web site. If you wish to be informed on a regular basis by email,
suscribe to our mailing list on our site.

Since 1967, more than 30 000 of our boats have been produced

Our boat s under production :

2008 finot-conq designs confirm their potential : Yann Eliès’
Generali, 2008 IMOCA world champion, 3rd in the Artemis
Transat 2008, 4th in the Transat B to B 2007, 9th in the Transat
Jacques Vabre 2007(with Sébastien Audigane), 5th in the Calais
Round Britain Race 2007, Alex Thomson’s Hugo Boss : 2nd in the
Barcelona World Race (with Andrew Cape), owner of the sailing
speed world record over 24h in a 60 feet boat : 501 NM (avera -
ge 20.83 knots). Armel le Cleac’h’s Britair : 2nd in the Artemis
Transat 2008, 7th in the Transat Jacques Vabre 2007 (with Nicolas
Troussel). Marc Thiercelin’s DCNS, just launched. After 15 days of
racing, a very preliminar y report can be written : Armel and
Yann are among the leaders, making it easy for their boats, ready
to take the big surfs in the southern oceans. Samantha and Arnaud
are having a great race, around the 12th position, among much
more recent boats. And Steve demonstrates that an amateur still
can race the Vendée, on a very limited budget, and do it right.

The finot-conq team 

length beam draft dsplt main sail genoa spi shipyard
Cigale 14 14.00 4.20 2/2.20 7.00 54 52 152 Alubat/France
Cigale 18 18.28 5.19 2.90 16.00 80/119 105 290 Alubat/France
Cybelle 9.60 3.20 1.80 3.40 24 33 76 New Japan Yacht/Japon
Esprit du Vent 8.98 3.10 1.80 2.85 20 31 74 New Japan Yacht/Japon
First 21.7 6.40 2.48 0.7/1.8 1.10 14 12 38 Bénéteau/France/Usa
First 25.7 7.70 2.76 0.85/1.85 2.30 19 17 56 Bénéteau/France/Usa
First 27.7 8.30 3.10 0.62/2.15 2.5 28 22 50/60 Bénéteau/France/Usa
First 31.7 9.85 3.23 1.45/1.90 3.60 25 29 68 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Loup de Mer 7.00 2.50 0.70 1.98 24 New Japan Yacht/Japon
Mini-transat proto 6.50 2.99 2.00 nc 30 17 85 Amco
Mini-transat Pogo 2 6,50 2.99 1.60 1.005 26 18 70 Chantier Structures/France
Océanis 31 9.31 3.39 1.80 4.11 24.6 24 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Océanis 34 10.34 3.65 1.37/1.87 5.7 28 28 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Océanis 37 11.47 3.91 1.65/1.9 6.4 33 32 95 Bénéteau/France/Usa
Open 5.00 5.00 2.24 1.58 0.290 12.70 24 Philéas/France
Open 5.70 5.70 2.55 0.34/1.40/1.75 0.51 17.5 8.6 30 Philéas/France
Open 6.50 6.52 2.54 2.00 0.43 30 12.1 62 Atelier des Grillons/France
Open 7.50 7.50 2.99 0.6/2.3 0.72 39 16 65 JPS Production/France
Pogo 10.50 10.50 3.90 1.05/2.80 3,6 37 34 100 Chantier Structures/France
Pogo 40 12.18 4.40 3 ou 2.20 5 61/72 42 152/167 Chantier Structures/France
Twiner 2.80 2.80 1.40 1.0/1.8 0.03 de 3.50 à 5.50 2Win

finot-conq and the «Y achts of the year»

Since Voile Magazine lauched their «Yacht of the Year» contest, 13
years ago, finot-conq designs won the award 4 times :
2009 : Pogo 10.50 by Structures
2008 : Océanis 37 by Bénéteau
2005 : First Class 7.5 by Bénéteau
1998 : Oceanis 411 by Bénéteau

Back in 1975, the Ecume de Mer had already won a similar prize,
awarded at the time by Bateaux magazine, the first of a long list
of international distinctions : for instance the Oceanis 473 by
Beneteau, Yacht of the Year 2001 in the USA, the First 27.7 by
Bénéteau, European Yacht Of The Year 2003, or the Open 5.70
by Philéas, Best One Design in the Sailing World’s Boat of the
Year contest 2007 in the USA.

Breaking news

The Véolia Océans one-
design, designed by
finot-conq for the
Solocéane, from Yvan
Griboval’s idea, is back
from a long campaign
of sea trials, fine-tuning
and promotion. After
more than 28000 NM,
more than a round the
world race, it comes
back in great shape and
will by e xhibited at the
Nautic 2008.
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10,50 receives nothing but praise. Elected «Yacht of the Year» by Voile
Magazine’s jury of professionals and readers, this cruising yacht launched in
May 2008 and displayed at the Grand Pavois in Rochelle had already recei-
ved 42 confirmed orders mid-september, a further proof of the boat’s many
good points. 
Wide, stable and spacious, it is light (3600 kg for 10,50 m) thanks to its deep
lifting keel. The POGO 10.50 takes you closer to the beach thanks to a draft
of only 1.05m when the keel is lifted. Like on the famous First Class 8, the
keel swivels under the hull, thereby protecting the twin rudders and the sail-
drive when beaching. The lightweight solid laminate structure and the com-
posite keel with lead tip give a very low center of gravity . The lifting system
for the keel is an electrically activated hydraulic ram, with a safety valve in
case of grounding. The POGO 10.50 features a large cockpit, where all
manoeuvres are made easily, and a space on the rear platform, large enough
for the inflated dinghy. It is a seaworthy yacht, simple, easy to maintain, that
provides access to all moorings. The interior design by Patrick Roséo, is sim-
ple yet welcoming, with the structures nicely blending into the fittings.

Down by the
river

To satisfy both the demand for
living space and the need for
mobility , we have designed a “house
on the water ”, self-sustained and mova-
ble, which can serve as a house all year
long or for the vacations.
Its autonomy is assured by batteries, solar panels,
an electrical motor and water treatment systems
both on the way in and out. It can carr y a dinghy and a small
car for moving on the gr ound.
The interior is made of : a living room, a kitchen, a bathroom, a
toilet, two bedr ooms, three terraces (front, aft and r ooftop).
This is a solution to live on the water of our beautiful rivers.

60' Ourson Rapide

Currently under build at the Multiplast shipyard, it is due for
launch in the spring of 2009.

The interior and decoration designed by Pierre Forgia display
balanced proportions of materials such as red cedar, varnished
carbon and white lacquer.
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Twiner 2.80 m

It is our of our main ambitions
to turn young people fr om 8 to
15 years old to sailing. 
In this aim, we have created a
very stable little dinghy, both
fast on the water and easy to
manage. It is built in Twintex, a
recyclable material made of
fibreglass in a thermoplastic
matrix, put in shape at 200°C,
which has a good stiffness and a
great impact strength. 
After a rather long period of
fine-tuning, production is now
started.

Length 10,50 m MS 37 m²
Beam 3,90 m Genoa 34 m²
Draft 1,05/2,85 m Spi  100 m²
Displacement 3,6 t Chantier  S tructures

Length 2.80 m MS 3.50 m²
Beam 1.40 m or 4.50 m²
Draft 1 /0.80 m or  5.50 m²
Displacement 30 kg Chantier 2W in
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La Mouette

The need for new energies, recyclable materials, boats of a
moderate size, due to the current crisis, as well as our experien-
ce of IMOCA 60” lead us to invented this concept-boat, which
we see as tomorrow’s sailing boat. The engine is electrical, with

a goal set at two hours of continuous use, approx. 10 NM. Solar
and thermic panel supply the energy.
Keywords are : Stability, speed, enjoyment, liveliness; safety, self
righting, work and resting stations, self-sustainability, deep lifting
keel, light displacement, large width, shape stability, large sails,
waterballasts.

Length 14,95 m Living space 48 m²
Beam 4,50 m Terraces 31 m²
Draft 0,5 m Total area  79 m²
Displacement 13 t Solar panels 32 m²

78’ Super yacht

We have been ordered the
study of a 78 feet fast cruiser
built in carbon.
This exciting project  follows
the line of  our modern, fast
and comfortable designs, like
the ADP52 or the Ourson 60.
Like other boats of its kind, it
features a wing mast without
backstay or runners, a lifting keel, twin rudders and a very large
aft platform covering the dinghy .
The saloon is located aft, with panoramic view in three directions.
The kitchen can optionally be separated. The forward half pr ovi -
des space for a large master bedroom, 2 guest cabins, and 1 or 2
crew cabins. Each cabin has it own bathroom with shower , plus
one bathroom for the saloon. The technical compartment is loca-
ted in the transom to reduce the noise level in the cabins.

Length 23.90m MS 210 m²
Beam 6.40m Genoa 140 m²
Draft 2;30/4,10m
Displacement 29 t
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Length 8.20 m MS 30,5 m²
Beam 3,20 m Jib 21 m²
Draft 0.80/2,30 m Spi 67 m²
Displacement 1,7 t Mast 2 m²

Océanis 34 : between the 37 and the 31

Three «yacht of the year» awards in 10 years and the huge succes
of the Oceanis 37 confirm, if it was still needed, that the finot-
conq/Bénéteau collaboration, started in 1977 with the First 22,
gives birth to exceptional yachts.
The Océanis 34, latest member of the third Océanis generation,
revisits the same concepts as the 31 and the 37, in an intermedia-

te size. Those three boats were designed simultaneously, over a
longer period of time, meaning that they can be more optimized,
while remaining at a very attractive price point.
The Océanis 34 is one more step along the line of modern, fast
and comfortable cruising yachts that we design for Beneteau. It
integrates the most recent progress made by Bénéteau in terms of
manufacturing and standardization, leading to an affordable,
strong and nicely finished product.
The interior arrangement and its interaction with the structure
were studied by finot-conq, taking into account the industrial
constraints given by the shipyard. As in the 31 and 37, the Nauta
design office (Italy) brought in their experience to the interior sty-
ling. The arrangement offers either 2 or 3 cabins. Outside life
revolves around a large cockpit and an aft platform for bathing
and access to the dinghy. The companionway hatch integrates
into the deck thank to a new system patented by Bénéteau. Aft,
on port, the bench hides a large locker for the life raft and the LPG

Length 10.34 m MS 28 m²
Beam 3.65 m Genoa 28 m²
Draft 1.37/1.87 m Spi  94 m²
Displacement 5.7 t Chantier Beneteau

cans. On starboard, there is a locker plus another large one in the 2 cabins
version. Halyards and reefing lines are led back to the cockpit. Shrouds are
attached to the topsides. The headsail with limited overlap makes tacking
easy. The hull shape is wide, balanced in all conditions. The helm always
remains soft. The boat is stable, fast both in the breeze and in light airs. 

Open 6.50

The Open 6.50 class grows slowly but surely, in France but also
in the United States. It is aimed at sailors who want an different
and utra-fast boat. Stephane Menuet manages the class.
www .open650.com

Mini-Transat : What a year !

2008 has been another great year for the finot-conq minis.The
prototypes of 2006 for P eter Laureyssens and Isabelle Joschke
were bought respectively by Olivier Avram and Thomas Ruyant,
Erwan Le Roux remaining the third owner . The three of them
have trusted the honors : Thomas Ruyant’s Faber France, 1st in the
Mini Barcelona, 1st in the Mini Fastnet, 2nd in the Trophée Marie-
Agnès Peron, 1st in the Demi-Cle 6.50, 3rd in the Pornichet Select
6.50 ; Olivier A vram’s Cap Monde, 4th in the Mini Barcelona,
2th in the Mini Empuries, 1st in the UK Fastnet ; Erwan Le Roux‘s
Gedimat, 1st in the Trophée Marie-Agnès Peron. In the pr oduction
boats class also, the finot-conq designs collected many successes:
not a single race with less than two Pogo2 on the podium ! Let’s
highlight the beautiful victories of Pierre-Yves Lautrou on Altaïde
Moovement in the Mini F astnet and of Francisco Lobato on BPI
in the Les Sables-Les Acores-Les Sables (overall winner). Our war-
mest congratulations to them and to all the other skippers of our
minis.

Open 5.70
Following its impressive success in France and in the United
States, production is now located in the US.
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